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■ Jackie Fever ? Sweeps Greece 


Wedding May Be Biggest 
Boon Since Liberation 


By GERALD MILLER 

ATHENS (AP) ~ “Jackie fe- 
ver” swept the country Satur- 
day, convincing many that 
Jacqueline Kennedy’s marriage 
to Aristotle Onassis may he the 
biggest boon for Greece since 
liberation from the Turks. 

Suddenly Greece was not a 
Balkan backwater but the very 
center of world attention. The 
average Greek was delighted 
and starry-eyed with the instant 
l glamor. 

I Even the stem military- 
hacked regime thrilled to the 
romance of Mrs. Kennedy and 
Onassis, probably the most 
famous Greek in the world 
today. The newspaper Acrop- 
olis, a mouthpiece of the gov- 
ernment, gushed an expres- 
sion of the genera! excite- 
ment gripping Greeks every- 
where: “This is the biggest 
thing that has hit Greece in 
a long time. The best pub- 
lic relations man in the world 
Would not have dreamed up j 
such a thing to publicize ! 
Greece.” 

/Wot in their wildest imagin- 
ings could the men who seized 
'power in Greece 13 months ago 
have hoped for such a benefit. 

I The marriage of the glamor- 
ous former first lady of the 
United States to a Greek nation- 
al in good standing is probably 
I the best boost for Greek tourism 
that could be imagined. And 
tourism is vital to the country’s 
economy. 

The marriage may also 
make the regime more ac- 


ceptable In the minds of many 
people abroad. 

Backers of the regime assume 
that should Greek-Araerican 
Gov. Spiro T. Agnew be elected 
vice president on Richard M. 
Nixon’s Republican ticket next 
month America's attitude to- 
ward ^Greece can only become 
warmer. Agnew has already 
called for a more sympathetic 
view of the Athens government. 

For Greeks the romance has 
heroic, storybook elements that' 
touch them deeply and move 
them to pride. The story is ah 
the better because even before 
she decided to marry Onassis, 
Mrs. Kennedy was a lover of 
this sunny land and its earthy, 
warm-hearted people. The 
Greeks felt the same warmth 
for her. 

Now that she is to become one 
of them by marrying one of 
their most illustrious sons, the 
feeling can ordy increase^ 


With Greece's own Queen 
Anne-Marie living out of the 
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country in exile in Rome, the 
mw Mrs. Onassis will be a 
natural to take center stage 
in the national affection. 

Some Americans have ex- 


pressed dismay that Mrs. Ken- 
nedy, 39, should marry a man 23 
years older than she. But in 
Greece age in men is consider- 
ed an asset. 


